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Assistive devices give pets with disabilities a new'leash'on life - Veterinary Practice News
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Assistive derrices give pets with disabilitles a new "leash" on life

The rescurces available are a biE step fonward frorn the days when veterinarians had few options to sffe'
disbled pets
September 20,2018
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Mark C. Robinson. founder of $/alkin' Peb b Fhrdlcappe##.mnr, rernembers the moment cleady.

Denali's owner had kor.rgtrt the golden retiever to the headquarters of Wblkin' Pets in Amherst N.Fl- to phk up her puls new wheelchair.

Denali hadn't walked for two months due to degenerative myelopathy. As soon as Denali was plrced in the wtreelchair, however, the &ds

demeanor brightened, as if she sensed she could once again move on her own.

-l-ler ears popped up and she just took ofl said Robinssr. 
.ll1te 

had to chase her across the parking lof

Denali's heartwarming story isn't unique. Thanks to the burgeoning availability of wheelchairs, lift harnesses, and ofter assistive devlces--

along witr an expanding anay of rehablita$on and behavioral therapy services--thousands of disabled dogs, cab, and other companion

animals are leading happy, actitre lives"

The resources ard support availaHe are a muchneeded big step forward from ttre days when a veterinarian had lary options to oflbr a pet owrpr wiffr a disabled pet These days, w

owner with a disabled companion aninnl asks her veterinarian, lVill my pet still have a good qualtty of life?'the answer can be, in many cases, a resoundlng Yesl

Animal devices help pets with arnputated limbs

When a dog has an amputated limb due to an accident or osteosarcorn4 a veterinarian can recommend a prosthetic device, wheelchair, or rehabilitation therapy.

Or[roPets, which is based in Westninster, Colo. was a pioneer in animal prosthetics and orthotics. lnspird by a cousin's dog a rniniafure schnauzer naned Walt who had sufered;

founders lllartin ard Anry /raufrnann established the compary in 2002.

Martn Kaufmann was an orthotics and protthetics practitloner for humans, and he designed an ortlrotic brace for the llttle dog Soot he and Amy decided to focus full-tme on desi

medicine and rehabilitation.

custom prosthetic or or*rotic device for the animal.

devices for many other species as well.

"Cats, llamas, goats, sheep, horses, cows, you ru)me it weve worked on it all the way down to a baby mouse," said Kaufmann.

ln order for a prosthetic device to work tre animal must have a functioning elbow joint and at least 30 percent of the forelimb radium intact (raufnnnn said-

Once lhe device is redy. a dog will need about eight riveeks of rehabilibtion therapy to strengthen muscles and teach lhe animal to walk using the device.

ln addition to Ortrfets, other companies that fubricate prosthetics and orthotics for animals include Animal Ortheare, My Pefs Brace, and Walkin' Pets (orfrotcs only).
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